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That’s why the country makes progress. Slowly, as if from leg over leg, but that is better than
standing in one place. That is why we have a duty to belong to a party, in particular for those
who participate in the political life of the country. Political parties are not a luxury which the
developed nations can allow themselves, it isn’t even necessary evil which must be avoided at
all costs but, a necessary element of political and social life. The only nations which do not
have parties are sleeping or dead ones! The minute the nation begins to live the differences of
needs and words come to the fore and become the core of the party. Just as in human rganism
various organs carry out various works, which at first glance, seem to be contradicting, but in
reality complete each other reciprocally. So the same in the organism

called nation, different parties take on different functions to the full sound of life.” Generally
speaking, these two main American parties lead to fortify and solidify American society and
lead the nation to prosperity, happiness, and peace! They accuse each other of betraying
working class for the lack of patriotism the lack of elementary courtesy, but rarely name them
as the lack of justice or love. These are only convictions and gambols of politicians. There is
much talk and much more written about patriotism! Who, really, knows the true meaning of
the word patriotism! We call patriotism love of one’s country! Patriotism means carrying ones
obligations which flow from belonging to a nation, to actual situation of the nation, and our
attitude toward that situation and our position in that situation. Patriotism is a virtue, and as
every virtue, does not fall from the sky! If we love our country just a little, falsely or
subversively, even mindlessly, we are sinning by lack of patriotism. But, just as we can sin by
lack of patriotism, we can also sin by being too patriotic. The one who loves the country more
than he loves God or religion, the one who for the love of the country sacrifices his own soul,
does not love his neighbor but despises him! One is not allowed to love his country, by unjustly
doing harm to other nations! But one may exalt his country and nation even if some other
nations would be harmed. In this case we would be doing good and desire good, even if from
this some bad results as side effect, it isn’t our fault. However, we cannot belittle other nations
for our own glory. In this case immediate goal is evil. Such goals do not sanctify the means.

The motto of such and those like them patriots are well known Polish verses: Revenge, revenge
on the enemy with God, and even notwithstanding God!” Such patriotism is actually sonis
nationalism. Most brutal nationalism first appeared in German hatred of Poles, and later in
German Hitlerism! Such nationalism is pure chauvinism. Nationalism cannot go hand in hand
with Christianity. Christianity is true. Being a lover of his homeland from his conscience, from
his heart and God’s commandments, one’s patriotism is not based on jealousy, being wild or
on selfishness! Christian patriot loves all humanity as brothers, as co-citizens of his beloved
homeland he burns with singular attachment because Christ’s commandment demands it; who
by his own example sanctified it! No less in our times there is talk about the dignity of man and
about the dignity of the nation. We differentiate between two types of dignity: inner and out
ward! Inner dignity is based on how we coordinate our life with God’s commandments.
Outward dignity depends on the opinion a person enjoys among sensible people. When a
person fulfills his obligations conscientiously, he has all the more and gains more inner dignity.
But the one who is careless, negligent and dissolute, has less dignity. In other words, the person
does not deserve to be called human. He deserves another name and a different mark! The e
way outward dignity depends on the opinion others have about that person. This outward
dignity and supposed dignity and for what a person is taken. This dignity and supposed dignity
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does not always agree with inner dignity! A good person may be considered bad, frugal one
may be considered a scrooge, a bad person may be considered good, etc. We should stress here
that every person has a right to a good opinion! If the nation progresses to the goal which God
God pointed out for it, has inner dignity. Outward dignity of the nation depends for what the
nation is taken in the eyes of the respectable people. If the nation is considered a plunderer
and a thief, as someone violent and godless will not have outward dignity! True dignity is in
accord with patriotism; exorbitant national pride forms nationalism. Rights and duties are in
accord with each other reciprocally; and so basic truth is if we fulfill our duties to the society,
then we have certain rights which we can demand. Foundational fact is, that a person does not
exist for the society, but the society exists for people. Society has the obligation give freedom
to the individual and others, to work out their own normal happiness, without negating and
harm God’s commands and those of the society. The society cannot forbid the laborers to form
the unions, forming their professional organizations. Society has the duty to promote prosperity
not of one group, or some privileged individuals, but for all subordinates. Furthermore, society
must care for intellectual progress of its workers and must see to it that the teaching is based
on God’s principles. The society should be interested in the weak because the might and the
strength of the nation rests on those grey millions of workers in spirit and flesh knowledge

and art, and in the role of industry! Without these the societies would not exist! Without these
the material, societal and inherited possessions would diminish or disappear completely! Our
homeland, our America are democracies in which each of us without considering race, faith

or origin has equal rights. Let us use these rights sensibly both in civil and political life. Never
abuse these rights. Let us build great, strong and noble society with quiet work, steady and not
with noisiness and false mottos!
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| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus Christ!

The book, now a bit old, because it saw its daylight in Lwow, 1910. Among others | read:

“We, the poor ones, can find consolation and help for our societal misery, we can recover

our temporary happiness and assure for ourselves eternal happiness, but only with the help of
Christ’s faith! Let us all return to this way of faith and heavenly Father, who so frequently
blessed our forefathers and forebears will not turn us away from heaven! Actually, he is waiting
for us, even calls us; “Come to me all of you who are working and are burdened and | will give
you rest.” Let us go Him in humility. Let us all fall on our knees, and with sincere pleading voice
call to Him from the bottom of our hearts: “Forgive, Lord, forgive your people, and do not
expose your inheritance to shame!” We put our faults before your eyes. We are returning to
You because you are good and merciful Father! We are returning to you, because we are
convinced that without your love there is no peace and true consolation. We are convinced
that being away from you, your law, and your faith it’s only torture, worries, poverty and
confusion. Accept our tears and our pleading, give us your grace so that from now on we can
firmly stand by holy Faith and profess that faith with our whole life; that today’s world so
verugh for an y near paganism may, in us, admire your divine power, converted to you, Lord
God and together with us served you faithfully and praised you forever. And now after this
prayerful introduction we go directly to the talk titled:

January 28, 1951

“Stand — Look — Listen”

If ever, it is in present time especially, we should take to heart the Jeremiah, the prophet who
looking a the lack of faith, looking at the loose customs within Israel, called with an inspired
voice: “Stand by the roadside look and listen, which would be a good road, and walk it, you'll
find coolness for your souls. And they said, we will not walk ... We will not listen .... Then I will
bring evil on this people .... because they would not listen to my words, and did away with my
covenant .... | will send ruin on this people and those who walk on those roads. Do not take this
road into the fields and do not go on a trip, because an enemies’ sword is spreading fear in the
vicinity. A neighbor and someone close will perish together. Daughter of my people, put on a
hair shirt, sprinkle ashes on yourself put on mourning clothes as though mourning for an only
son. Make good your ways and matters and | will live with you!”

We hear incessantly at various meetings, conferences, lectures, talks about knowledge,
progress and enlightenment of present times. Whoever, a self-nominated activist, yells on top
of his voice praising present century (20™) calling it the golden and blessed century. In the daily
newspapers, brochures, pamphlets, we read about level of knowledge we obtained,

of discoveries of the mysteries of nature, of the restraint of the power of nature, of discoveries
unknown up to today. And many aver that 20th century should be renamed century of success!
Did these claims actually agree with the real situation of humanity! | do not deny and don’t
intend to deny, that human minds in the last quarter century made exceptional progress,
lightning, almost miraculous in the field of technical discoveries. It is a fact no one person can
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have the courage to deny. But then, who level headed, can coldly and impartially think or will
have the courage to say that these new discoveries do not benefit the people, bring general
happiness to all of humanity. | do not know if we can truly look with pride on this seemingly
golden, twentieth century, on the social life, national and world wide. | don’t intend to exclude
my own life or anyone else’s! Or, should we rather call this century one immense whitened
sepulcher; in which, under the beautiful marble cover hide rottenness and all kinds of vermin!
Technical discoveries fell into the hands of the few clever ones, and whose social states were
brought down to poverty. Do not tell me that rich and poor people were always in the world.

| know about this very well, because | remember the predictions of the Savior: “the poor you
will always have with you!” Saying that the numbers of poor were always higher than of rich
You are not proving anything to me, because in these times the difference grows larger, and
more transparent. Up to the World War II, almost every country under the sun, not even
considering the type of government, huge amounts of capital were concentrated in very few
hands and grew endlessly and on the other side lines of poor multiplied, who could barely
squeeze out a livelihood from daily payments. In many countries, war erased these differences
because bombs and bullets do not know the difference between the palaces and the houses
of common workers! Little had changed in our country; the poor people still live in ramshackle
and dilapidated houses. n our United States with few exceptions, the poor still live in
dilapidated housing and in misery. Do not tell me that the pay has increased, I'll sing you
about hiked prices on food articles, clothing, footwear, hospitalizations. Do not tell me about
epoch of culture, progress, and education, when want, lack of almost everything and misery
lack of hospitals, orphanages, shelters for the poor. Did modern progress really did so much for
the peois goaple and so greatly contributed to the happiness of the people?

But all of these material lacks, this social misery are nothing in comparison with moral
deprivation which today rules the world! Moral order in every modern society is
unrecognizable, because it built on damaged, crooked, distorted principles. Our Savior, two
thousand years ago, called: “Il am the light of the world; | am the way, the truth and the lifel”
Catholic Church repeated that principle through twenty centuries. Despite painful experiences,
there are people everywhere, many of them among us, who choose darkness over light, who
love in darkness, they desire and at the same time strive that a thick stratum of total unbelief
darkened the earth, so that modern paganism and progressive barbarism ruled minds, hearts
and souls. To achieve this goal, they were not selective in the means. Writers, teachers,
professors and politicians, try to prove, that religion is the matter of conscience of each human,
so then logically, private; therefore the authorities are not obligated to uphold or promote any
religion. According to the principles of these educators, enlightened by modern studies, the
authorities should follow their own interests, without concern whether this agrees with God's
Jaws or not! Here | repeat after a certain connoisseur of socio-religious matters: “Precisely
because all those who repeat similar sentences and scream so much about freedom of
conscience, do not want to leave the conscience of individual persons free to profess their
Catholic faith. On the other hand, they use every possible means to weaken that faith and
finally to eradicate it completely. For such freedom of conscience means not to have any faith;
to destroy every religion, they want people to be without faith, without God, without worship.
It is already so far gone that to be a good practicing Catholic, it does not gain one recognition or
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praise. Many people think that being Catholic is being weak minded, and being a Catholic is
often a stumbling block to getting a good job or being promoted. You do read dailies, what do
they call Catholics: fanatics, radicals, religious squabblers! Education and knowledge, which

if properly cultivated, will always lead to the discovery and knowledge of truth. However it

also can descend on wrong paths that lead to ruin and one’s undoing. The thinkers need not
think long and deep, before they decide to express their sincere condemnation of modern
progressive knowledge! During a certain penal hearing, public defender of the law said these
memorable words: “In ancient times the felons had an “asylum” that is, shelters to hide from
the law pursuing them Today, the felons in learning and knowledge seek asylum before
justice!” Let certain people say how many people now a days are considered mentally ill by the
courts, only to free malefactors from the penalties which they deserved. Again many healthy
people are consigned to mental institution so that they can grab their possessions! And more
frightening, is the fact that the children begin to act toward their parents the same way! In
these feverish times, almost everybody forgets that one’s sacred duty is to conquer and break
bad habits and inclinations; they forget that only then he is a human being when he knows how
to control and conquer himself! And here is the cause why all of us, without a thought of the
state of life think of little else but how to get the most of life. This thought changes into
compulsive, low and wicked desire! From where to take, what to take, from where to steal or
who to defraud or to embezzle, in other words make trouble or ones’ own. They consider it
nothing as long as their desires and whims are satisfied. It is no wonder, that amidst such false
and pagan principles religious indifference grows, and openly, boldly, and insolently challenges
everything that is noble, virtuous and godly! Naturally, that at the same time it spreads moral
degradation and is defended. We shouldn’t be surprised then, that all kinds of transgressions
and murders multiply with frightening speed, the old and the young with cold cynicism deride
the faith, and God’s and human laws! In lieu of his situation a certain social worker astounded
and surprised posed himself this question: “how far will today’s poor society go? Already all
principles of fraternity, unity and justice are undermined! Vengeance, selfishness, hypocrisy
and boasting is the daily food of modern man. Today’s society is stripped of all ideals! Miserable
money is the whole and only value of today’s man. Whole demented crowds chase after that
miserable money and are ready to sell their own their own country, their virtue, their honor,
even their own soul for a measly dollar. Truly, the times are very sad! The world abandoned
God! It seems that God stepped aside and left the humans to their own devices. To that “great
self sufficient mind” — so that proud creature could taste the bitter and sour fruit of his noisy,
praised to the skies progress of knowledge and enlightenment which dispossessed God, religion
and faith! It would seem that people have enough and more than enough of this moral and
material misery, that seeing the damages done, they would come to their senses! Alas! The
imprudent continue to let themselves be cheated and taken advantage of. It already came to
this, that the human life is considered a battle, only to be, but not the work for salvation and
eternal happiness. Modern societies are out of balance. They shake in their work places. The
place swarms with loud mouths, with prophets, care takers, who know how to destroy but not
to build! They know how to sow disruption and cause rebellion, but not to console and pacify.
The main counsel of these saviors of people is to blaspheme God and die!”

Social and national obligations are expressions of the relationship between men and something
else to who we owe something, between humans and a nation or the society. “Every nation”
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Writes — father K. Kantak — “is made up of certain number of people-individuals. The question
comes to mind, in what relationship do these people, rather, does every individual, belong to
the nation? There is a definite bond between the nation and the individual. That bond includes
all the laws and duties reciprocally, duties the nation has toward the individual and the
individual has toward the nation. In what manner does the individual belong to the nation?
Human will determines the choice. Every person, has the freedom, and in fact, chooses his
nationality, and the motives are bringing up, familial traditions and birth! Every nation has

a certain goal, which must be obtained. The nation asks for the effort and work, not of one,
not few, but several dozens of individuals not just for several months, but centuries. Therefore,
since man has chosen a certain nation, he has to take on his shoulders everything that that
nation characterizes: striving to obtain its national goal. The relationship of society toward

man and vice versa, is based on the law of justice and love; just as man belongs to God and

has certain obligations toward God. Just as man belongs to a family and has certain obligations
toward the family, belonging to the nation has a duty to be a useful member of the society, he
must know how to care for its good name, should know his own country, love it and serve it!
To carry out ones duties toward the country depends on deeds not on feelings. Love of one’s
country does not depend on some dreams about the national law and singing about them, does
not depend on patriotic manifestations, banquets, toasts, and loud speeches and tender
expressions! Love of one’s country has nothing in common with national pride and idleness

as some think. Love of one’s country does not depend on hatred of those to whom the national
disasters are attributed. Hatred can sometimes destroy that which it hates, but cannot create
anything, cannot build anything, cannot heal a single wound, cannot repair the damages it
caused, will not benefit anyone! First and basic duty is to know one’s own nation, one’s society.
Without knowing one’s own nation it is impossible to do any other duty. This knowledge of
one’s nation is the basic foundation of the love of one’s country. “One must know one’s
country, must know its history, language, proper attributes, economic, societal, political

and moral situations. Without knowing country’s past and present, its material resources

one cannot serve the country wisely and profitably.” “Motherland” — someone wrote — “is

a social entity, having its own individual existence, that is, it has its own language, its own
national character and all its own distinct life style; the same God, who created individual
people and pointed out a way, on which they must walk to obtain the final goal. The same God
created individual nations and gave each certain job to do. Individual citizens of the country not
only have the right, but a duty to love their motherland, because only in her and through her
they can realize their mission. Motherland is as a huge loom at which millions of people during
the long and sometimes arduous effort through several centuries, with collective strength, pull
as if thread the unbroken thought of God, which the Creator threw as if it were the tiny seed
into the bosom of the nation, that at long last, an awareness of national conscience grew out of
this effort!” “Body”, says Archbishop Felinski, “in which God’s thought dwells, should be holy
and untouched, even though by its very nature it is mortal! Just as it is a crime to take an
individual life through suicide, or with a weapon, so it is a felony to murder a nation through

a lack of wise government or by an abuse of external power. Even the weakest nation has holy
Jaws to independent existence and self-governance just as the most powerful countries have.
That is why heavy responsibility awaits us before God, especially those voracious invaders who
by force enslave a free country and deprive it of self-rule, the traitors of the idea of the nation,
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for their own benefit throw into the abyss their own mother country. Experience of the
centuries affirms that only those nations disappear, which were unfaithful to God and betrayed
their own mission embraced the yoke, and willingly direct themselves toward the goals of
foreign nations. But where the spirit of the nation keeps its life and remains faithful to its past,
then when the handcuffs are forced onto his hands, they will never kill him, because his organic
idea, as if the strength of God, will save his life!” The obligations toward our motherland are
twofold: one general, obligates every citizen: others particular ones obligate particular persons.
The particular ones obligate particular persons to fulfill the duties of his/her state. Religious
obligations which we frequently forget, in fact, all too frequently. This refers not only to
religious obligations, but also to societal ones. The farmer neglecting his property, a lazy
laborer, a professor who is not punctual and disregards documentary evidence when prepar-
ing his lectures; the lawyer who carelessly treats the defense of his client; a doctor who does
not watch his patients; a pastor who does not care for the financial good of his parish, and
worse yet if he doesn’t care for the moral good of his parishioners, a pharmacist who carelessly
fills the prescriptions, all of these do not fulfill their civic duty, therefore they sin before God
and society. Beside these particular duties we have general ones. To these belong, for example:
voting for the most suitable, honest and capable candidates for political office. To live within
ones means not above, that is, to live frugally. Securing safety for oneself and one’s loved ones.
To subscribe to good literature. Society and the nation help us to achieve natural goals. Without
a goal or goals we would not have freedom, security or prosperity. We could not raise our souls
to God through knowledge or fine arts! That which we receive from society in case of danger
we should return to society: that is, our freedom, our safety and our prosperity! On the other
hand: we cannot sacrifice to society goods of higher value: God and our salvation! We can, and
in fact, we have a duty that for the love of our country we sacrifice our prosperity and our
freedom, but we cannot sacrifice God. Can we sacrifice our health and our life? Yes, we can,
but one who is really obliged is the soldier who is the defender of the motherland. To lay the
obligation of sacrificing everything, only an individual himself can oblige himself! Do we have a
duty to defend our country and nation? We have. Everyone, even Catholics have the duty to
defend themselves. We can even kill the foe in just defense of oneself. The same is true of the
society, as a moral person, has the duty to defend itself from all attempts from those who want
to do it harm. Therefore, we have the duty to participate in the just defense of our mother
country. Love for our country expresses itself in sacrificing ourselves on her behalf. A noble
citizen offers tithes on the altar of the motherland not only when there is a need, but offers

all he has, especially, his health, his happiness, his life! This is the greatest and most sincere
sacrifice when a person offers himself! We, fortunately, live in democracy. Our homeland has
democratic government regardless that someone enlightened or not, rich or poor alike must
have political rights. Democracy by its very nature opposes societal, cultural and political
privileges of one class! Fortunately, we Americans, have two basic parties besides a few others
whose influence is practically insignificant or nill. It would be disastrous and harmful to
annihilate these two parties in the political life of the country. The rivalry of these two parties
led to many changes. Undoubtedly you are familiar with the proverbial expression that one
sees the mote in one’s brother’s eye, but cannot see a log in his own eye. The two parties
follow closely the actions of the opposition, and seeing the mistakes, quickly points them out.




